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' Subject FW GTMO 
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! Here is the second summary' One more to go 
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1 As requested, here is a; bnef summary of what I observed at GTMO 

r On a couple of occassfcms, I entered interv^iew rooms toifmd a cfelainee ctiamed hand and foot tn a fetal 
^position to the floor, witri no chair, food, or water Most times they had urinated ordefacated on 
Itherriselves, and had been left there for 13! 24 hours or more On one occassion. the asr conditioning 
jhacJ been turned down so far and ihe temperature was so cold in Ihe room, thai the barefooted detainee 
) was ^shaking with cold When I asked (he MP's what was going on, i was lold that interrogators from the 
tday pnor had ordered ttits ireatment, and the detainee was not to be moved On another occassion, the 
;A/C had been turned off, making the temperature in the anventilated room probably wefl over 100 
(degrees The detainee was almost unconcjous on the floor, with a pile of hair next to him He had 
tapparently been literally pulling his own hair out througtiout the night On another occassion, not only 
jwas the temperature Linbearatjly hot, but extremely loud rap music was being played mthe room, and 
ihad been since the day before, with the detamee chained hand and foot in the fetal position on the ti 
floor 
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vCoutd you please provide a short summary, of what you observed? Thanks 
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S ent Monday July 12. 2004 1 10 AM 
'To l r iNSDl (FB!) 

Subject RE GTMO 
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I am I responding to' your request tor feedback on aggressive treatment and rm proper interview techniques 

used on detainees 'at GTMO i did observe treatment that was not only aggressrve, but pereonally very 

upsetting, althougft i can't say that this treatment was perpetrated by Bureau employees it ssemed that 



fues were being employed by the miirtarv, government contract employees am 
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jBoston Division. EOD j p urrently assigned to Squad C-9, 
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US DepaxtDMttt of Justice 

FeJtral Bureau of Invesoganon 



W«iun^E,D C 20535-000] 

July 14, 2004 



Major Genera] Domld J. Ryder 
Dqiartmeni of the Aimy 
Cnmmal Investigation Command 

eoioetfasueet 

Fort Belvojr, Virgima 22060-5506 

Re. Suspected Mistreatment of Detainees 

Dear GCTLcral Ryder 

1 ^ipreaate the oppoitamty I bad lo meat wth you laa wsei. As part of a follow up 
on ow discussion cm detainee treatment, 1 would bte to alert you to three situations otserved by agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of hi^y aggressive interrogation techniques being used 
~ ■ D (GTMO). I refer them to you for appropnate acuon 



b6 -1,2 
b7C -1,2 



1 Durmg toe 2002, FBI SpedalAgenCIZIIZZ^Jvas present man 
fthcftrv ahrm room at GTMO and observed l J OSrst name unkno-wn'i 

I I conductmg an mtcrrogatioQ of an untoownaetamee, fSA | I 

was prsssaLtajtthscrve the uitetrogation occunmg m a differoit mterrogation 
room ) \ j eiLtered the obscr^-aiion room and complamed that curtain 

movenjeiil at ttie observaiion window was distractmg the detainee, although no 
roovemeai of the curtam had occurrei Slse djiected a manne to duct tape a 
curtaiQ over the two - way nmror b etw&eg fhe inteixogatian room and the 
observation room SA t j chajactenzed this action as an attetrrpt to 

prohibit fhose m the observation rooHj from witnessing hgiLmlSEdaoo with the 
~" ■ ' te surveillance camera momtor, Sa| I then 



dctamee Jiicadll] 
observed L 



., osition herself tetween the detainee and the surveillance 
e detainee W3^ shackla ! a^d his hands were cuffed to his waist. 
~| observed | "" l apparently whiqienng m the detainee "" s ear, 

. ..d caressang and applying lonon to his ^ttdh. (this "was dnrmg Ramadan when 
physical contact witii a woman would have beea particularly offensive to a 
Moslem male). On mcrr. ih?.T. nv,e occasion the detainee appeared to be 
gnmacmg m pam, and ! U hands a irpeared to be niatang some contact 

wx(h the detainee. AlthouEbSA l | could not see hex hands at all tunes, 

he saw them moving towards the detainee's lap He also observed the detainee 
pulbng away and against the restramts Sabsaquently, the manne who had 
previoualv taped the curtain and had been m the mtcixoganon room with 
I |dunng the mterrogabon re-entered the obscrvauon room 
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General Donald J. Ryder 

-1,2 Sa I | asked w hat had hacp ^ed to caiise flie detainee to grimace m 

U „j^2 pam, Tliemmiiesaid l fc ad gabbed flie detainee's tiiumbs and bent 

tbsm backwards and inoicaieTtESsie also grubbed his genitals Tie mannc 
also implied Cia: her treatment of that dminee ■w^as less harsh than her 
treatment of others by indicating that he had seen her treaHnent of o1i.ci 
detainees result in detainees cuilnig into a fetal position on the flcxsr and ciymg 
inpam. 

2. Also m October 2002, FBI Ri^e cial Are:ntl h vas obsesrvmg die 

mterrogation of a detainee ^e nl I a avilian contractor, came into 

fh enbti^^rvat iQn room and aikedSA l I to come see sometiiing 

Sj4 • ft^en SOT" "rMTriKift^im V«rHf>^ Ur^g-Tia^T^r^ PPtg^T^f^ iti ?Tinfhpr 



b6 -1,2,5 

b7C 



mterrogationrpQ] 



(X) 



1,2,5 I | S!S I l^ edMr. | I wheaer ttie fletainee had, spit 

at tae nnerrogators ^Jr ] TJ audied an d Stated t hat die detamse had beeo 

(ch anting the Knr an and wmilrl -nnt titm Mr I Ifl^A nr& gjurWAT Tijbf>n 

sT T T hs M I 

I 3 Iq September or October of 2002 FBI ageate obfiscyed thai a canine was used 

aS - 4 m an aggresave manner to TnhmiftHTft detamee f I and, m November 20Q2, 

,72 _4 FBI agents observed Petameej bfter he had been subT££t^ to intense 

isolatTon for over three months. Durmg that time psnod j J ^-^s totally 
I ' isolated (wi-di the excephon of occasional intdrogations) m a cell that was 

always flooded with h^ By late Noveniber, the detainee was ervidmcmg 
behavior consistent with extreme psychological tranina (tdlang to non-exiStent 
people, repoitmg hearing voices, crouching in a coiner of the cell covered with 
a sheet for hoars on rod) It is imknora to the FBI whether such extended 
isolation was approved by appropnaie DoD authonties 

These situahoos were referenced m a Maj^ 30, 200 3 electro nic cx?mn iumcaTi oii (EC) 
fiom the BghavinralAnal^is JJmt of iheFBIto FBI^^douaite rs. That EC attached, anaongoSief 
doca ments^ a draft S^^ orandmn forihe Record daleBlS January 2003 from 
Capt I I CUSAFR), ^t refers to The first two events among others m a t^me line 

of events reiatea to discussions concerning the use of aggressive interrogation techniques Manon 
Bowman of theFBt's OiEce of Oeneial Counsel discussed tiie contents of those commumcatioiis with 
Mr ruetz, Depttty Genera] Connsd (hitelHgencs) and Mr, Del'Qrto, Deputy General Counsel of DoD, 
around the tune the EC was received Althon^ he was assured that the gencrfll concerns express^, 
and the debate between die FBI and DoD regarding the treatment of dctamccs was lnown to officials 
li the Pentagon, I have no record that oui speafic eonceas regarding these three situanons were 
commmiicated to DoD for appropriate acuon 
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General Donald J. Ryder 

If I can provide any ftniiier mformsnoQ to you, please do not hesitate to call 

Sinceiely yours, 



TJ.Hamiigton 

Deputy Assistant Director 

Counterterronsiii Division 
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I of 6 DOCUMENTS 

Copyright 2005 The New York Times Company 
The New York Times 

January I, 2005 Saturday 
Late Edition - Final 

SECTION: Section A; Column 3; National Desk; Pg. 1 1 

LENGTH: 1809 words 

HEADLINE; Fresh Details Emerge on Harsh Methods at Guantanamo 

BYLINE: By NEIL A. LEWIS 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 

BODY: 

Sometime after Mohamcd al-Kahtani was imprisoned at Guantanamo around the beginning of 2003, military offi- 
cials believed they had a prize on their hands ~ someone who was perhaps intended to have been a hijacker in the Sept. 
1 1 plot. 

But his interrogation was not yielding much, so they decided in the middle of 2003 to try a new tactic. Mr, 
Kahtani, a Saudi, was given a tranquilizer, put in sensory deprivation garb with blackened goggles, and hustled aboard a 
plane that was supposedly taking him to the Middle East. 

After hours in the air, the plane landed back at the United States naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where he 
was not returned to the regular prison compound but put in an isolation cell in the base's brig. There, he was subjected to 
harsh interrogation procedures that he was encouraged to believe were being conducted by Egyptian national security 
operatives. 

The account of Mr. Kahtani's treatment given to The New York Times recently by military imelligence officials 
and interrogators is the latest of several developments that have severely damaged the military's longstanding public 
version of how the detention and interrogation center at Guantanamo operated. 

Interviews with former intelligence officers and interrogators provided new details and confirmed earlier accounts 
of inmates being shackled for hours and left to soil themselves while exposed to blaring music or the insistent meowing 
of a cat-food commercial. In addition, some may have been forcibly given enemas as punishment. 

While all the detainees were threatened with harsh tactics if they did not cooperate, about one in six were eventu- 
ally subjected to those procedures, one former interrogator estimated. The interrogator said that when new interrogators 
arrived they were told they had great flexibility in extracting information from detainees because the Geneva Conven- 
tions did not apply at the base. 

Military officials have gone to great lengths to portray Guantanamo as a largely humane facility for several hun- 
dred prisoners, where the harshest sanctioned punishments consisted of isolation or taking away items like blankets, 
toothpaste, dessert or reading material. Maj. Gen. Geoffrey D. Miller, who was the commander of the Guantanamo op- 
eration from November 2002 to March 2004, regularly told visiting members of Congress and journalists that the ap- 
proach was designed to build trust between the detainee and his questioner. 

"We are detaining these enemy combatants in a humane manner," General Miller told reporters in March 2004. 
"Should our men or women be held in similar circumstances, I would hope they would be treated in this manner." 

His successor. Brig. Gen. Jay W. Hood, told reporters in November that he was "satisfied that the detainees here 
have not been abused, they've not been mistreated, they've not been tortured in any way." 
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Journalists who were permitted to view an interview session from behind a glass wall during General Hood's ten- 
ure were shown an interrogator and detainee sharing a milkshake and fries from the base's McDonald's and appearing to 
chat amiably. It became apparent to reporters comparing notes in August, however, that the tableau of the interrogator 
and prisoner sharing a McDonald's meal was presented to at least three sets of journalists. 

In addition to the account of Mr. Kahtani's treatment, the new interviews provide details and confirm some of the 
accounts in other recent disclosures about procedures at Guantanamo: the November report in which the International 
Committee of the Red Cross complained privately last summer to the United States government that the procedures at 
Guantanamo were "tantamount to torture"; memorandums from F.B.I, officials, most of which were released in Decem- 
ber as part of a lawsuit brought by the American Civil Liberties Union; and another set of interviews with The Times in 
October in which other former Guantanamo officials described coercive and abusive techniques regularly employed 
there. 

The information from the various sources frequently matched, providing corroboration of the use of specific pro- 
cedures, which included prolonged sleep deprivation and shackling prisoners in uncomfortable positions for many 
hours. One F.B.I, agent wrote his superiors that he saw such restraining techniques several times. In the most gruesome 
of the bureau memorandums, he recounted observing a detainee who had been shackled overnight in a hot cell, soiled 
himself and pulled out tufts of hair in misery. 

Military officials who participated in the practices said in October that prisoners had been tormented by being 
chained to a low chair for hours with bright flashing lights in their eyes and audio tapes played loudly next to their ears, 
including songs by Lil' Kim and Rage Against the Machine and rap performances by Eminem. 

In a recent interview, another former official added new details, saying that many interrogators used a different au- 
dio tape on prisoners, a mix of babies crying and the television commercial for Meow Mix in which the jingle consists 
of repetition of the word "meow." 

The people who spoke about what they saw or whose duties made them aware of what was occurring said they had 
different reasons for granting interviews. Some said they objected to the methods, others said they objected to what they 
regarded as a chaotic and badly run system, while others offered no reason. They all declined to be identified by name, 
some saying they feared retaliation. 

Lt. Col. Leon H. Sumpter, the spokesman for the military command at Guantanamo, said in a statement that offi- 
cials would not comment on accusations about the treatment of any individual detainee including Mr, Kahtani, who was 
captured in Afghanistan. 

"We do not discuss specific interrogation techniques nor do we identify any specific detainee," Colonel Sumpter 
said in a statement. "All detainees are safeguarded and are assured food, drink, clothing, shelter, health care and basic 
rights, all in accordance with the Geneva Convention. The U.S. does not permit, tolerate or condone torture by any of its 
personnel or employees." 

Colonel Sumpter said that the interrogation regimen at Guantanamo had produced useful intelligence "based on 
trust and not out of fear or duress," 

The intelligence officials who spoke with The Times said that the interrogation personnel and their assigned pris- 
oners were divided into five groups. Four were geographically based - one for Saudi Arabia, one for the Gulf States, 
another for Pakistan and Afghanistan and the last for Asia, Europe and the Americas. The fifth, termed "special pro- 
jects," included Mr. Kahtani. 

There was a high confidence among military intelligence officials that Mr. Kahtani was a dangerous operative of 
Al Qaeda. The federal commission investigating the Sept. 1 1 attacks concluded in its June report that he was denied 
entry into the United States on Aug. 4, 2001, at the Orlando airport, the same day that Mohamed Atta, the plot's ring- 
leader, was there and most likely intended to meet him. 

The officials who spoke about the detainees' treatment said, however, that very few of the other prisoners had 
much value. "So much of the questioning was about Afghanistan," one intelligence official said. "Most of it was dated. 
Information about facilitators and recruiters was useiul only in style, not in facts." 

The clearest indication that senior commanders at Guantanamo were aware of and supported what was occurring 
may be in some F.B.I, memorandums. One, dated May 1 0, 2003, and vvritten by an unidentified agent, describes a sharp 
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exchange between bureau officials and General Miller and Maj. Gen. Michael Dunlavey, who was in charge of the intel- 
ligence operations at Guantanamo then. 

"Both sides agreed that the bureau has its way of doing diings and the D.O.D. has their marching orders from 
SecDcf," the memorandum said, using abbreviations for the Department of Defense and the secretary of defense. "Al- 
though the two techniques differed drastically, both generals believed they had a job to do." 

The frustration caused by Mr. Kahtani's refusal to cooperate set ofTa high-level review of allowable interrogation 
techniques, according to documents released earlier by the Pentagon. After officials at Guantanamo asked for more lee- 
way in dealing with Mr. Kahtani, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld in December 2002 approved a list of 16 tech- 
niques for use there in addition to the 1 7 methods in the Army Field Manual. He suspended those approvals the next 
month after some Navy lavt^ers complained that they were excessive and possibly illegal. But after a review, Mr. 
Rumsfeld issued a final policy in April 2003, approving 24 techniques, some of which needed his permission to be used. 

None of the approved techniques, however, covered some of what people have now said occurred. Mr. Kahtani 
was, for example, forcibly given an enema, officials said, which was used because it was uncomfortable and degrading. 

Pentagon spokesmen said the procedure was medically necessary because Mr. Kahtani was dehydrated after an es- 
pecially difficult interrogation session. Another official, told of the use of the enema, said, however, "1 bet they said he 
was dehydrated," adding that that was the justification whenever an enema was used as a coercive technique, as it had 
been on several detainees. 

In order to carry on the charade that he was not at Guantanamo, the military arranged it so Mr. Kahtani was not 
visited by the Red Cross on a few of its regular visits, creating a window of several months, said a person who dealt 
with him at Guantanamo. Officials at the Washington office of the Red Cross, which makes periodic visits to each of 
the Guantanamo detainees, said they would not discuss their meetings with any prisoners as part of their agreement with 
the United Slates government. 

Two interrogators confirmed several of the complaints in the Red Cross report, including the notion that interroga- 
tors were able to obtain prisoners' medical records easily, which human rights groups say could discourage inmates 
&om seeking medical care. The interrogators also discussed another factor in the Red Cross report, the use of a Behav- 
ioral Science Consultation Team, known as Biscuit, comprising a psychologist or psychiatrist and psychiatric workers. 
The team was used to suggest ways to make prisoners more cooperative in interrogations. 

'They were supposed to help us break them down," one said. 

The same former interrogator said the Red Cross report was correct in asserting that some female interrogators 
used sexual taunts to harass the detainees. 

It is unclear whether the Justice Department's new, broader definition of torture, posted on the department's Web 
site late Thursday, would have affected operations at Guantanamo. 

URL; http://www.nytimes.com 

LOAD-DATE: January 1, 2005 
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Copyright 2005 Associated Press 
All Rights Reserved 

The Associated Press 

These materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The Asso- 
ciated Press 

February 1, 2005, Tuesday, BC cycle 

SECTION: International News 

LENGTH: 1322 words 

HEADLINE: AP Exclusive: Videos of riot squads at Guantanamo show prisoners being punched and stripped from the 
waist down 

BYLINE: By PAISLEY DODDS, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: SAN JfUAN, Puerto Rico 



Videotapes of riot squads subduing troublesome terror suspects at the U.S. prison camp at Guantanamo Bay show 
the guards punching some detainees, tying one to a gumey for questioning and forcing a dozen to strip from the waist 
down, according to a secret report. One squad was all-female, traumatizing some Muslim prisoners. 

Investigators from U.S. Southern Command in Miami, which oversees the camp in Cuba, wrote the report that was 
obtained by The Associated Press after spending a little over a week in June reviewing 20 hours of videotapes involving 
"Immediate Reaction Forces." 

The camp's layout prevented videotaping in all the cells where the five-person teams - also known as "Immediate 
Response Forces" - operated, the report said. Reviewers said they did not look at all of the available videotapes. 

Although the report cited several cases of physical force, reviewers said they found no evidence of systemic de- 
tainee abuse, according to the six -page summary dated June 19, 2004. An official familiar with the report authenticated 
it, speaking to AP on condition of anonymity. AP also reviewed an unclassified log of the videotape footage. 

The tapes raised questions about mistreatment and misconduct, however, said the investigators, who suggested 
some clips needed more scrutiny to rule out abuse. The military has cited 10 substantiated cases of abuse at Guan- 
tanamo, and announced Tuesday an extension would be granted for an investigation to interview of witnesses in the 
United States and abroad. 

One such clip the investigators flagged was from Feb. 17, 2004. It showed "one or more" team members punching a 
detainee "on an area of his body that seemingly would be inconsistent with striking a pressure point," which is a sanc- 
tioned tactic for subduing prisoners. 

In five other clips showing detainees who appeared to have been punched by team members, the investigators said: 
"The punching was in line with accepted law enforcement practice of striking the pressure point on the back of the thigh 
to temporarily distract the detainee." 

In o±er "questionable" cases, reviewers said a video showed a guard kneeing a detainee in the head, while another 
showed a team securing a detainee to a gumey for an interrogation. 

A separate clip captured a platoon leader taunting a detainee with pepper spray and repeatedly spraying him before 
letting the reaction team enter the cell, reviewers wrote. 
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Investigators atso noted about a dozen cases where detainees were stripped from the waist down and taken to the 
"Romeo block," of the camp. No female guards were involved, they said. 

Romeo block is a camp section where prisoners were often left naked for days, according to two former detainees, 
Britons Shafiq Rasul and Asif Iqbal, who were released last year. 

Although no female guards were videotaped in any of the stripping cases, investigators cautioned the U.S. govern- 
ment about using the all-female team to handle disruptive detainees, citing religious and cultural issues. Many of the 
prisoners are Muslim men and under strict interpretations of Islam view contact with other women other than their 
wives as taboo. 

"Several detainees express displeasure about female MPs either escorting them, or touching them as members of an 
IRF team," the report says. "Because some have questioned our sensitivity to the detainees' religion and culture, we be- 
lieve that talking points are appropriate to address incorporation of female soldiers into the guard force." 

In one video clip of the reaction teams, the memo says, "A detainee appears to be genuinely traumatized by a fe- 
male escort securing the detainee's leg irons. In another video, inexplicably an all-female IRF team forcibly extracts a 
detainee from his cell." 

While stating that female troops have a right to serve as equals alongside their male counterparts, investigators 
warned the all-female team could create the perception that the gender of the squad was taken into consideration for the 
Muslim population. 

"By forming an all-female IRF team for use with one detainee we potentially undercut our position that we do not 
distinguish between male and female soldiers. Clearly, the soldiers' gender did play a role in forming the all-female IRF 
team," the memo says. 

The memo suggests that military "personnel showing the IRF videos outside of (Defense Department) channels 
should be prepared with talking points to refiite or diminish the charge that we use women (against) the detainees' cul- 
ture or religion." 

The U.S. military wouldn't comment on whether there's a specific strategy involved in using an all-female response 
force but said female guards - who serve on mixed reaction teams as well - comprise about 20 percent of the guard 
force. 

"As a matter of policy, we do not discuss specific Immediate Response Force composition or methods, but they are 
consistent with those used in the corrections profession and are always carried out with the security and safety of de- 
tainees and troopers in mind," said Lt. Col. James Marshall, a spokesman at U.S. Southem Command. 

Navy Cmdr. Robert Mulac, a former spokesman at Guantanamo, reported last year that Guantanamo had surren- 
dered 500 hours of videos to investigators. Southem Command spokesman Col. David McWilliams disputed the num- 
ber on Tuesday, McWilliams said he couldn't provide a specific figure because investigations were pending and the 
information was classified. 

Prisoners released fi-om Guantanamo have accused the extraction teams of abuse and one former U.S. National 
Guardsmen received brain damage after posing undercover as a rowdy detainee and being beaten by teammates. 

"The obvious problem with our armed forces is their inability to comply with international law," said Arsalan T. 
Iftikhar, national legal director for the Washmgton, D.C.-based Council on American-Islamic Relations. "Many of us 
thought that the Abu Ghraib scandal in Iraq was going to shake us into awakening but it seems like the things we keep 
learning about Guantanamo indicate there was, in fact, systematic abuse." 

Joe Navarro, a former FBI interrogator who has taught questioning methods and is familiar with Guantanamo, said 
treating prisoners poorly makes them more stubborn and unwilling to talk. 

"The military has been cavalier in their attitudes toward these individuals to the point that it has been detrimental to 
the overall mission," Navarro told AP. 

The American Civil Liberties Union has filed a Freedom of Information Act request asking for all photographs and 
videotapes depicting the treatment of the detainees. 
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Although a court ordered the government to comply with the ACLU request and turn over documents - thousands 
of which the ACLU has received - the government has refused to provide videos, citing privacy concerns, said Jameel 
Jafifer, an ACLU attorney. 

Although the extraction team actions are videotaped, interrogations with detainees aren't. 

The use of female guards and interrogators has created controversy. 

A former Army linguist who served at Guantanamo as an Arabic translator from December 2002 to June 2003 
wrote in a draft manuscript that female interrogators tried to break Muslim detainees by sexual touching, wearing a 
miniskirt and thong underwear and in one case smearing a Saudi man's face with fake menstrual blood. The draft writ- 
ten by former Army Sgt. Erik R. Saar was obtained by AP, which reported on its contents last week. 

About 545 prisoners from some 40 countries are being held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, most accused of links to 
Afghanistan's ousted Taliban regime or al-Qaida terror network. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Associated Press Writer Paisley Dodds is based in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and has been covering 
the U.S. detention mission at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, since it began in 2002, 

On the Net: 

Joint Task Force Guantanamo: http://www.nsgtmo.navy.mil/jtfgtmo/mission.htm] 
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